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Greetings to you all. When I received my May/June issue of response and began 

reading, I was inspired by so much. First, was the editor’s article “inspire.”  She talked 

about how women in UWFaith have always been out-of-the-box thinkers. Then as I read 

some of the articles our district officers were writing for this newsletter, I think that 

description fits women here in our district and conference right now.  

In this newsletter, read about ideas to attract new members. Celebrate with Mountain 

Sky Conference’s newest deaconess. Consider joining the “Practicing Hope” mission u 

study this summer. And, back in response, check out the “Bright Lights” articles – one 

about Pueblo West unit’s outreach work in our conference. 

I am glad that some of you attended our district’s Soul Care Retreat on May 31. The 

planners certainly were thinking outside the box in planning it. I was so sorry to miss this 

wonderful event even though I was enjoying traveling out of state to attend some 

important family celebrations. It has been nice to hear that people left the Soul Care 



Retreat refreshed and with ideas for new ways of caring for themselves. May we all do 

some soul care as we continue following God’s call which often requires us to “think 

outside the box.” 

Upcoming  
District/Conference/National Events 

June 21, 2025 - Mission u: Practicing Hope 

Messages have gone out about this earlier so consider this a 

reminder. Register here. for a day-long IN-PERSON Mission u at 

Smoky Hill United Methodist Church, Centennial, Colorado. 

Practicing Hope is a timely study reflective of the spiritual and political 

moment we are experiencing. It is a time when many of our churches 

are discerning where Christ is calling us to be morally courageous when our world 

leaders fail us and our communities work to “come back” together after being on the 

brink of collapse. 

September 27, 2025 - NoCo District Annual Meeting: 

Faith Carried, Faith Shared: A Journey Forward 

In August, you will receive more information, including the location and the speaker. For 

now, remember that we will be asking you for the names for the memorial service that 

is held at the district annual meeting. If you haven’t been gathering the names of 

members who have passed since we collected names last year, please start doing so 

now. 

The leadership team will be meeting in July to discuss the annual meeting. Please feel 

free to contact any district leader to share ideas you might have for annual meeting or 

any other district meeting. 

  

https://mtnsky-reg.brtapp.com/MissionuPracticingHopeTogether


October 17 & 18, 2025 - Mountain Sky Conference 
UWFaith Spiritual Retreat and Annual Meeting 

Information online at https://www.mtnskyumw.org/events/the-spiritual-retreat/ 
 

 

  

https://www.mtnskyumw.org/events/the-spiritual-retreat/


May 15-17, 2026 - Assembly in Indianapolis, IN 

Registration opens September 2, 2025. The Assembly Website is up! 

 

START SAVING UP NOW! There has never been a more important time for women of 

faith to come together, tap into our strength and unite to change the world. Assembly 

2026 is a once-every-four-years gathering of women committed to faith, empowerment, 

and making a difference. Picture a weekend that uplifts your soul, strengthens your 

faith, and brings you together with an unstoppable sisterhood. Get a little taste via 

YouTube United Women in Faith: Assembly 2026. 

Early Registration fee of $365 runs from Sept. 2 through Nov. 30, 2025. 

From the Leadership Team 

Vice President 

Lora Fulton 
Church: Broomfield United Methodist 
(303) 439-2129 
fultonhaus@comcast.net 
 

Our Northern Colorado District Soul Care Day was a success. 

Thank you to all who attended. We hope you went home feeling refreshed and ready to 

go back to real life. 

https://assembly.uwfaith.org/website/82390/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QiQzty46rUQ


Thank you to Cheryl Runyon and Connie Takamine for doing most of the planning. And 

a huge thanks to Boulder First UMC for hosting us. Thank you to those leading the 

breakout sessions, too. 

If you are interested in some of the resources we 

drew from, check out the Soul Care Deck available 

on the National website. We also used the book 

Spiritual Practices for Soul Care: 40 Ways to Deepen 

Your Faith by Barbara L. Peacock. 

Our next in person event will be the Annual Gathering in September, on the 27th. Keep 

watching for more information as it becomes available. 

Secretary 

Connie Takamine 
Church: First UMC of Boulder 
(303) 554-9785 
ctakamine@msn.com 
 

Spring is often the time for cleaning out old stuff. The position of Secretary is in part 

keeper of the records. Often times, she receives boxes and boxes of papers. The 

retention recommendation of the national office is to retain records such as minutes and 

attachments for two quadrennium. They are also recommending that records can be 

kept electronically and perhaps a set can be on a USB drive and kept in a secure 

location. 

It may be an initial tedious task to sort through the records and cull out those no longer 

needed. There is often a feeling that we will be discarding something we will need in the 

future. But when I moved back to Boulder after living in New York for fourteen years 

while packing, I found stuff at the back of my closet I had not even unpacked in all my 

time there! 

My unit, First United Methodist of Boulder, did a quick overview of the Mission Study of 

Practicing Hope. This is a very timely study and showed that we always need hope. It is 

even more crucial to exhibit hope to our young people for the message that they are 

https://uwfaithresources.org/prodDetail.cfm?productID=12332&catid=2204
https://bookshop.org/p/books/spiritual-practices-for-soul-care-40-ways-to-deepen-your-faith-barbara-l-peacock/18970296?aid=93026&ean=9781540902856&listref=2025-reading-program-books
https://bookshop.org/p/books/spiritual-practices-for-soul-care-40-ways-to-deepen-your-faith-barbara-l-peacock/18970296?aid=93026&ean=9781540902856&listref=2025-reading-program-books


getting elsewhere is not one of hope, but cynicism and avoidance of accountability. At a 

recent national United Women in Faith webinar on resistance, the leader said to “always 

leave room for hope!” 

Treasurer 

Laurel Kubin 
Church: Christ UMC, Fort Collins 
(970) 686-0544 
laurelkubin@gmail.com 
 

“Hope is a Seed” is a statement on the front of the May/June 2025 issue of the 

response magazine of women in mission. I read this right after working on the district’s 

proposed 2026 budget worksheet. I thought, “Hmm, I sure hope this proposed Pledge to 

Mission is realistic for our new district configuration. There are so many women and 

children whose lives will be improved when (if?) we meet this pledge.  They’re counting 

on us.” 

2026 seems like a long ways off, but it is time for all of us to be considering our personal 

and unit pledges to mission. If we plan for it, I’m thinking our pledges could be 5% more 

than our 2025 pledges. Or even $5 per person more would help. And yes, I know that 

inflation and tariffs are taking more of our personal budgets than we’d probably like. Our 

mission institutions and the women and children they serve are experiencing the same 

dilemma. My great hope is that we personally and collectively rise to the occasion and 

increase our pledges to alleviate the suffering that others are experiencing. 

Unit treasurers, please send your unit pledge estimate for 2026 to me by July 1st. 

You can do that by sending an email to me at laurelkubin@gmail.com. That will give our 

district team time to finalize our proposed budget to publish and for you to vote on at the 

district Annual Gathering in September.  

With confidence of God’s love, I thank you. 

  



Spiritual Growth 

Cheryl Runyon 
Church: Mountain View UMC, Boulder 
(303) 494-0434 
cheryl.runyon@comcast.net 
 

Say “Yes!” to Something New 

I receive emails from the Silver Sneakers group on a regular basis. I’m borrowing from 

an article that spoke to me, especially because of our SOUL Care retreat on May 31. 

The article was urging readers to say “Yes!” to trying something new, to step out of your 

comfort zone, and to change your world—even just a little bit. I think that speaks to what 

we need to do, not only physically, but spiritually.  

Experiment—try a new restaurant or cuisine, take a different exercise class, or sign up 

for sewing or needlework lessons, meet a new neighbor, plant something new in your 

garden. According to Susan Krauss Whitbourne, Professor Emerita at the University of 

Massachusetts Amherst, “it can be very healthy and mind-stretching to try something 

new.” 

Some creative options for experimenting include trying a photography, watercolor, or 

pottery class. Maybe knit a prayer shawl or prayer squares for your friends in need of a 

little comfort. Join the chancel or handbell choir. Dance with joy with only God watching!  

Say Yes! to your community—visit neighbors, join in a block party, visit locally-owned 

restaurants and stores, say hello as you pass someone on the sidewalk. 

Volunteer in your community—choose a cause close to your heart—children, education, 

the local library, animals, or helping neighbors with no fixed address. Run an errand for 

a friend, or bake cookies for someone who needs a ‘pick me up.’  Put the volunteer 

activity on your calendar and make a date with yourself.  

Exercise—start with a 15-minute walk around your neighborhood and expand to a new 

class at the recreation center.  



Celebrate—find a silly day to celebrate, like National Siblings Day, or National Bubble 

Bath Day, or National Trivia Day. Find a reason to celebrate and honor friends and 

family, and yourself. 

Social Justice & Action 

Aricia Shaffer, Co-Coordinator 
Church: Broomfield United Methodist 
(720) 629-5863 
aricialafrance@gmail.com 
 
 
Nancy Gulley, Co-Coordinator  
Church: Broomfield United Methodist 
(303) 954-9587 
jngulley@comcast.net 
 

It may seem counterintuitive to bring a sense of lightness and humor into social justice. 

It’s a serious topic. Yet when we’re focused on all of the problems and worries, it can 

weigh us down and make the work ahead more difficult. 

I often ask myself what I’m grateful for and then try to put an emphasis on that. I’m 

grateful for clean water, so instead of fighting against contaminated water, I want to 

work to find ways to get clean water to people who need it. It’s the difference between 

protesting angrily or supporting our friend Jennie from Haiti who’s studying how to 

create clean water systems in Haiti. I guess the question to ask ourselves is, “What sort 

of change do we want to be in the world and which choice will contribute to that?” 

Helping Kids Live Their Dreams: 

We live in a country where a lot of programs are being cut - particularly programs that 

help girls who are at risk for losing their way. What can we do? Well, we can get 

involved 1:1 and make a huge difference in the life of a child. Big Brothers/Big Sisters 

has been around a long time - and they’re still saving lives. Want to help out? Just click 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado to learn more 

  

https://biglittlecolorado.org/


Much more news: 

There’s so much more good news and information about what’s happening. You can 

learn more from looking at the national movement’s website, UM Creation Justice, and 

at the webpage for our conference’s ministry, Creation Justice Task Force. And take a 

look at the UM Creation Justice June newsletter. 

Membership Nurture & Outreach 

Margaret Hotze 
Church: First UMC of Fort Collins 
(970) 223-8539 
margarethotze.umw@gmail.com 
 

It just occurred to me that we are almost halfway through 2025!  We’ve had a great start 

in our local church this year, with excellent programs and good fellowship. We’ve put 

out invitations in our church bulletins about programs that would appeal to more than 

just United Women in Faith---and have had had some new people join us. I would love 

to hear what you are doing in your Units! 

As I was pondering what to write for this newsletter, what came to mind was that familiar 

scripture from John 21: 1-17. Jesus asks Simon, “Do you love me?  And when Simon 

responds, “Yes!”, Jesus says, “Feed my lambs.”  Jesus asks again, “Simon, do you love 

me?”  And, of course, Simon responds “Yes, Lord!”  And then Jesus says, “Take care of 

my sheep.”  And then (we know) that Jesus asks a third time, “Simon, do you love me?”  

Simon is sad by this point and assures Jesus that he loves him….so Jesus responds by 

saying, “Feed my sheep.” 

So, what can that mean for us, relating to Membership Nurture and Outreach?  Do we 

love Jesus?  Are we feeding the lambs?  (The new people among us, the young 

ones…)  Are we taking care of his sheep?”  (Those who’ve been around for a while----

maybe some elderly sheep. And then again, “Feed my sheep.”  How are we doing that?  

Are we offering excellent programming?  Good fellowship?  Opportunities for witness 

and outreach in the community and beyond? Are we “Feeding those sheep” through our 

programming, our local outreach, and our giving?  

https://umcreationjustice.org/
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/creation-justice
https://mailchi.mp/2e8e6b9cf40b/june-2025-newsletter-17435033


Two of my unit’s United Methodist Women have organized what they call the “Golden 

Circle,” made up of women who are no longer able to attend meetings. They’ve 

organized callers, and writing of little notes to them each month. This to me is one way 

that we “take care of our sheep.”   

Our Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator is planning how to organize a circle 

that meets during one of our church service times. Child care is offered during both 

services, so that concern is covered---and this might be a good time for working women 

to be able to get involved. Could this be a way of “feeding our lambs?” 

I would love to hear from you about how your units are “feeding your lambs,” “taking 

care of your sheep,” and “feeding your sheep.”  Write to me, call me or come talk to me 

at conference or district gatherings. Sharing our stories will help all of us as we nurture 

our current members and reach out to those not in our fold.  

God’s blessings to each of you, and to all our United Women in Faith, as we seek to  

Communications 

Mary Ann Kerttula 
Church: First UMC of Fort Collins 
(970) 219-6747 
makerttula@gmail.com 
 

At the Soul Care retreat, Jana Jones showed us some resources available through 

national to help us plan and have soul care retreats. In doing so, she showed United 

Women in Faith Digital which is an online platform for community and resources. I 

signed up for Digital when it was fairly new but have not been keeping up with how it 

has been growing. And, it sure has grown! You can join/create interest-based groups, 

access webinars and podcasts, and more. I am currently taking Tech & Social Media 

Training covering Zoom and Google Workspace. With the expansion of the Digital site, 

UWFaith is no longer using the Bridge platform for education. The courses are now 

available on Digital at Learning@UWFaith. If you do not have a  United Women in Faith 

Digital account, no worries, sign up for free. When you do, you add all-access 

membership to complement your traditional membership. 

http://uwfaith.org/digital
http://uwfaith.org/digital
https://uwfaith.mn.co/collections/2439928
http://uwfaith.org/digital
http://uwfaith.org/digital


Nominations 

Jan Dillie, Chair 
Church: Broomfield United Methodist 
(303) 453-0484 
dillie69@msn.com 
 

I hope everyone is enjoying the warm weather and sunny days. 

I want to congratulate Megan Wick on becoming a deaconess. I am sure she will do a 

great job. 

As you may know, Megan was our District leader of Education and Interpretation. Our 

Nominations Team is now in need of finding a replacement for her. If anyone knows of 

someone who might be able to fill this position, please let me know. To get an idea of 

responsibilities for this, and all positions, you can read the documentation from national 

available through uwfaithresources.org, Roles and Responsibilities 2025-2028. 

Other District Leaders 

 
Jan Spitler 
Program Resources 
Church: Longs Peak UMC, Longmont 
(720) 204-6583 
janaspitler@gmail.com 
 

 

Betty Edney-Milner 
Nominations Committee 
Church: Johnstown UMC 
(970) 381-0290 
Betty_milner@msn.com 
 
 
Jo Anne Shengle 
Nominations Committee 
Church: First UMC of Lafayette 
(720) 936-0910 
joanne-75@hotmail.com 
 

https://uwfaithresources.org/prodDetail.cfm?productID=12513&catid=2196


 
Julie Wilson 
Nominations Committee 
Church: First UMC of Fort Collins 
(970) 226-5925 
Jswilson5309@gmail.com 
 

Congratulations, Deaconess Meghan! 

Meghan is well-known for her years serving on the leadership team in Peaks & Plains 

and Peaks Pike Peak districts. She has answered the call from God to a make a lifetime 

commitment to a ministry of love, justice, and service. After many months of 

preparation, Meghan was consecrated in May as a Deaconess. 

 

  



Then Meghan was commissioned at the Mountain Sky Annual Conference. 

 

Learn more about deaconess and home missioner through the UWFaith Office of 

Deaconess & Home Missioner, YouTube, and Facebook.   

https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/deaconess-and-home-missioner/
https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/deaconess-and-home-missioner/
https://www.youtube.com/@unitedmethodistdeaconessan2950/featured
https://www.facebook.com/dhmansweringthecall


Other Events 

Estes Park is Having a Soul Care Retreat 

 



From the Utah/Western Colorado District United 
Women in Faith Team 

Join us for our book discussions – come to one or come to all!  

We would love to have you! 

Monthly District Book Discussion via Zoom  

Zoom link for Book Discussions  
 

  

Thursday, July 10th, 2025 

The Women of the Bible Speak: The Wisdom of 16 

Women and Their Lessons for Today 

by Shannon Bream 

 

People unfamiliar with Scripture often assume that women 

play a small, secondary role in the Bible. But in fact, they 

were central figures in numerous Biblical tales. It was Queen Esther’s bravery at a 

vital point in history which saved her entire people. The Bible contains warriors like 

Jael, judges like Deborah, and prophets like Miriam. The first person to witness 

Jesus’ resurrection was Mary Magdalene, who promptly became the first Christian 

evangelist, eager to share the news which would change the world forever. 

In The Women of the Bible Speak, Fox News Channel's Shannon Bream opens 

up the lives of sixteen of these Biblical women, arranging them into pairs and 

contrasting their journeys. In pairing their stories, Shannon helps us reflect not 

only on the meaning of each individual’s life, but on how they relate to each other 

and to us. 

 

 

 

https://m6dsux8ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001voo90UaOAmnZX6X5NBbz-CPjtj37TqMKTiCCKjTND9BX-v2T39tB6rAq1boVzxzt0kV3W287XpCuqbPizMZfpelUDYn4DhTySu3UqMQj1Nkb80EjlqsJLKzEYo9Sgfqpu-1M40wAShtLbqugZcej8WPGuVSO1Q7JhwFsYqpNkoJeYNMcyDFy9YnVRkg1JfW8JwiklsMibHYgqNOgX7T-8GwSXgGvMsPwNIMqPxDF31rvl6AirHZZGA==&c=zh7OB-IJtviZjjXtxivhdZLkxrWYJ82LAL005PBzQfGM-nikDbmQhQ==&ch=eQPCfGK3Ep4kVrXNUeyH8GVWvJLpGVoYzERA5qpPmYTJ2tv8ZiFvuA==


From the shepherdesses of ancient Israel who helped raise the future leaders of 

the people of God, to the courageous early Christians, the narrative of the Bible 

offers us many vivid and fascinating female characters. In their lives we can see 

common struggles to resist bitterness, despair, and pride, and to instead find their 

true selves in faith, hope, and love. In studying these heroes of the faith, we can 

find wisdom and warnings for how to better navigate our own faith journeys. 

The Women of the Bible Speak outlines the lessons we can take from the valor of 

Esther, the hope of Hannah, the audacity of Rahab, and the faith of Mary. In 

broadening each woman’s individual story, Shannon offers us a deeper 

understanding of each, and wisdom and insights that can transform our own lives 

today.  

Spiritual Growth (2025) 

Link to purchase "The Women of the Bible Speak"  
 

  

Thursday, August 14, 2025 

Church of the Wild: How Nature Invites Us into the 

Sacred 

by Victoria Loorz 

Whether disillusioned by the dominant church or unfulfilled by 

traditional expressions of faith, many of us long for a deeper 

spirituality. Victoria Loorz certainly did. Coping with an 

unraveling vocation, identity, and planet, Loorz turned to the wanderings of 

spiritual leaders and the sanctuary of the natural world, eventually cofounding the 

Wild Church Network and Seminary of the Wild. 

 

 

 

https://m6dsux8ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001voo90UaOAmnZX6X5NBbz-CPjtj37TqMKTiCCKjTND9BX-v2T39tB6iSmSiYR2xGWkPpkc9DGDpGQWu5L4TGBctHVFjPPHWIBtDLrNOifSGhUzcyRyONa_JxjJVyNSGEFOhchfyhQFXhH33WYwJJB_4a48ysh-vIdJEgyHHJuBPhWlI-LzIOxDXpYqZLxQy9wPzAT82QJidC5j-D5L_dnt4_ePo1s0chOKEWGVuNgTXaF7IetRAUQMU68sGSF9sO7UXVEFg10HzLdOx0OicSme1_pRQHZRrydSNH5Hm_BCjhM_GpD4wrhYYUufwmViqbb0_qorHkwp4JESxrWN_Vq8TpkEWfA0VKXDsq7rZRDLn30Gio3yGeaMkSXWz4rFSvANLCEeq6_ReqNrQfxD8lN6TmlA7_Hi7DGlHfoUsGCP8OX3GfsLJwzgw_R78UDXPBWdnCOhEgRjJ-5tKYvsVaF3XJ95oUEP5pHohiMnhktO6ppt7n0IzAgY_aJ0Lcv07TO_ecLCLQ4456vfeYzt96boEOq1jX1F8qvHYhPEL2hwcaQ6EDWZcAdB5eHXtBgOZ8h_SCg317YvRosiS5s8KupDQS-MiBeYIEwSfVEG6FC_YqnBX4dbFyg_7NTYD-vu8a2aMYrb9OJFXFD_A4XeuUE8eV7HpQgEhGwBmpzUIVZIf1JlliYV5Uy3anLoM8yPmckuK8EY_cp4KmQfpN4hOzIPyAHBmO-2mfHS_63KxhCpFvkCE9kMizt6z73HJ4larnTRjftN7pJVoGDe-Edq8l8Hs_zox9fhUVlY_t0dws_S32KAX-WVAa84Te15So6XsPVVajKUis-fK8=&c=zh7OB-IJtviZjjXtxivhdZLkxrWYJ82LAL005PBzQfGM-nikDbmQhQ==&ch=eQPCfGK3Ep4kVrXNUeyH8GVWvJLpGVoYzERA5qpPmYTJ2tv8ZiFvuA==


With an ecospiritual lens on biblical narratives and a fresh look at a community 

larger than our own species, Church of the Wild uncovers the wild roots of faith 

and helps us deepen our commitment to a suffering earth by falling in love with it--

and calling it church. Through mystical encounters with wild deer, whispers from a 

scrubby oak tree, wordless conversation with a cougar, and more, Loorz helps us 

connect to a love that literally holds the world together--a love that calls us into 

communion with all creatures. 

Spiritual Growth (2024) 

Link to purchase "Church of the Wild"  
 

  

Thursday, September 11, 2025 

The Sun Does Shine 

by Anthony Ray Hinton 

In 1985, Anthony Ray Hinton was arrested and charged with 

two counts of capital murder in Alabama. Stunned, confused, 

and only twenty-nine years old, Hinton knew that it was a case 

of mistaken identity and believed that the truth would prove his 

innocence and ultimately set him free. 

But with no money and a different system of justice for a poor black man in the 

South, Hinton was sentenced to death by electrocution. He spent his first three 

years on Death Row at Holman State Prison in agonizing silence―full of despair 

and anger toward all those who had sent an innocent man to his death. But as 

Hinton realized and accepted his fate, he resolved not only to survive, but find a 

way to live on Death Row. For the next twenty-seven years he was a 

beacon―transforming not only his own spirit, but those of his fellow inmates, fifty-

 

 

 

https://m6dsux8ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001voo90UaOAmnZX6X5NBbz-CPjtj37TqMKTiCCKjTND9BX-v2T39tB6mRbLUuGUpXKC9KLV2yMdUmW5Wan0COni-0AOyiEj_08DGAj3cisFbsTitig1tudfGbM291O8fmG9cnXSJE2dED4gbAmsENU9sKMBznOefPbXFhi33XNFsgaZDruzrEQ-GDd6Jf7piqp0In-DcKiBdaGNo-dXnlkwmc0Xl4g-1zHTYpjJX0E7SYislwrgG_MHosznxcuIUs3&c=zh7OB-IJtviZjjXtxivhdZLkxrWYJ82LAL005PBzQfGM-nikDbmQhQ==&ch=eQPCfGK3Ep4kVrXNUeyH8GVWvJLpGVoYzERA5qpPmYTJ2tv8ZiFvuA==


four of whom were executed mere feet from his cell. With the help of civil rights 

attorney and bestselling author of Just Mercy, Bryan Stevenson, Hinton won his 

release in 2015. 

With a foreword by Stevenson, The Sun Does Shine is an extraordinary testament 

to the power of hope sustained through the darkest times. Destined to be a classic 

memoir of wrongful imprisonment and freedom won, Hinton’s memoir tells his 

dramatic thirty-year journey and shows how you can take away a man’s freedom, 

but you can’t take away his imagination, humor, or joy. 

Social Action (2025)  

Link to purchase "The Sun Does Shine" 

 

 

  

https://m6dsux8ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Uiaan33dqwXGSoOpfS1k47gE_tY8NouJN3bfrUDeT1zVo7OiwZMjEcrYyZIlUf3ofEjVffoAYkI33aOxpfaWUCe1n5DGxL6SuuNmFaTm17kdZlktpguOVjmh8OSp5li_b_cyjMr6fx9LbB08sPQ9l8AoSr0SzdSDkZUiOv-w1Ad-R8DhFtj5w528cBF6PvPfvvR4SiZHlRZ92t0mWRHC3KxQLPlOJwvamFGUiooEgj7YeaAYLIv0zX5qrrjAEclXO0KMgWfPzR3e-m0156DDjvi2uoDracDjFLPXrNUNIK1tnECPF-PiCqHxmSrROSyrNdbN2fvnMxGEZg_QyDxT-cdEEOxqRAG86L_HvaX1H4AZ2ir6rZuSQTjS6JrgPfR5Us6_Rb1XXKfPAHuGFA6L5UUTcQ-VsT_k7h43WMGXHzrYVxZZbyGDxP3vblKtQ-7hAZ42GfiYHEkC1crom90uAy5C3g01Hmsuwgnh4Or_XeoKp-xnC3q6jKaHbouz7DU_fCF0GPzT7-PNCJf2KIMkbml-bXiiA4mwPEKZzLcLTmujEuq4-JPUFYCSelGYZ5N0B6s0BitbVZycyr4lMcL87hYTLleJyQukcQTVjoxBtY90OkEUhGb3fHFVELc3SiFE8eD6i3Xy5bJKeE10ZRHcXrJWrtc9d45x&c=sU8Ixe2PBbGcepBa9jJe6P64E8hB_xLT_jjR3iT1XJnFKakhBncFPQ==&ch=v3gGLgb-_r0fVSSHbL3oO_4ONbTFIa8wx4gjtlqc1skQpttpbcINiA==


Book Review 

So, Who Was Pauli Murray? 

Have you looked at the quarters you have received in change lately?  Be sure to look 

for one (or more) with the word HOPE on the back side.  Peer closely, and you will see 

the face and glasses of Rev. Pauli Murray looking out at you.  But---who was Pauli 

Murray?  According to the US Mint, she was one of the most important social justice 

advocates of the 20th century and famous enough to be included in this new quarter 

series honoring women.   

Because of the UW Faith Reading Program book, Pauli Murray:  the Life of a Pioneering 

Feminist and Civil Rights Activist, and the documentary, “My Name is Pauli Murray,” I 

discovered a very special person.  Ms. Murray contributed to US history, and served as 

a role model for women and girls.  Sojourner’s magazine reported that the current 

administration directed the US Park Service to remove information from its webpage 

about Murray; her childhood home has been declared a National Historic Landmark in 

Durham, NC.  How could this petite person—black, female, LGBTQ, and so incredibly 

smart—poses a threat forty years after her death? 

I presented a program about Pauli Murray to our unit’s Wesley Annes circle and have a 

summary of her life available.  If you would be interested in ‘spreading the word’ about 

Murray, please let me know and I can email you a copy.     

Cheryl Runyon (cheryl.runyon@comcast.net) 

  



A Message from Jana 

Empower Mission Giving Today!  

Give, and it will be given to you. A good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together and 

running over, will be poured into your lap. For 

with the measure you use, it will be measured 

to you.—Luke 6:38 (NIV) 

In 1869, a group of 8 women in Boston put their 

love in action by responding to the spiritual and 

physical needs of their sisters in India. They 

founded the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 

Society of the Methodist Church, setting dues at 

one dollar per year, “that membership might be within the means of every woman in the 

Church.” 

Within six months, these fearless women grew their community to hundreds of women 

who  raised enough money to send educator Isabella Thoburn and Dr. Clara Swain to 

India, opening the first women’s college and the first women’s hospital in Asia, both of 

which still serve the people of India to this day! 

Today, United Women in Faith continues to be powered by acts of love, from 

women just like you! 

Through your Pledge to Mission, you provide a foundation of support to United 

Women in Faith, ensuring the continuation of millions of dollars in grants and 

scholarships for organizations and individuals in need around the world, including 80+ 

community-based National Mission Institutions! 

But that’s not all. Mission Giving empowers our community to take positive action on 

issues around racial and climate justice and to develop our next generation of 

women leaders. 



Will you join me today in helping to sustain the heart of our Mission: to improve the lives 

of women, children, and youth, by fulfilling your pledge early or increasing your pledge? 

Your gift, when combined together with gifts from thousands of our fellow sisters, fuels a 

mission enterprise that puts love in action every day. 

I am truly humbled by your generosity, and steadfast commitment to United Women in 

Faith. Thank for your all you do, every day, to put love in action for a better world! 

Faithfully forward, 

 

Jana L. Jones 

National President, United Women in Faith 

Make a Gift Today!  

 

 

  

https://uwfaith.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29c7c08b73c632ded44fb9935&id=c97febae04&e=8cac2f0487


Notices 

Thank you from TGTHR 

As our Ubuntu project for our Soul Care event at Boulder First UMC, we collected an 

impressive amount of clothing, food, and more for TGTHR, as shown in the photo they 

sent to show their thanks. Right across the alley from the church, TGTHR has a 40-unit 

permanent supportive housing complex for young people ages 18-24 who are 

experiencing homelessness. We are happy to support them as they work toward 

“ending youth homelessness by providing critical services that build a supportive 

community around young people, amplifying their voices and celebrating them as they 

grow.” 

https://tgthr.org/


American Climate Metrics Survey 

UWfaith is partnering with the American Climate Metrics Survey 

to get your input on climate change. All UMC members are 

invited to share their voices on various issues that impact UMC 

planning and programming over the next year. Click here to take 

this 5-minute survey, which is confidential. We value your input, 

and thank you for your time. 

YouTube Could Help You 

Looking for a way to spread the word about all the good that United Women in Faith 

does? Or maybe, you want to inspire your current members. Try using a video from the 

UWFaith Channel. 

Subscribe to our National Magazine! 

response magazine is the award-winning, official magazine of 

United Women in Faith that explores spiritual growth and living 

our faith, and reports on UWFaith’s local, national and 

international work. Available in both print and digital format. Click 

here to subscribe! 

Church World Service Journey for Justice 

Church World Service (CWS) is issuing a challenge to engage in a Journey for 

Justice—to walk or run 43.7 miles in a month (a little more than a mile/day) in solidarity 

with the 43.7 million refugees worldwide.  Invite friends, family, and your church 

community to help you welcome the stranger (Matthew 25:35) and raise funds for food 

assistance and legal aid. 

https://uwfaith.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29c7c08b73c632ded44fb9935&id=a5403c2e8e&e=8cac2f0487
UCSQoxOTCUydTyTAjcLbmVAQ
https://uwfaith.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29c7c08b73c632ded44fb9935&id=d734af36e1&e=8cac2f0487
https://uwfaith.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29c7c08b73c632ded44fb9935&id=d734af36e1&e=8cac2f0487


Can’t walk that far?  How about swimming 4.37 miles, or trying to live for a week on 

refugee rations, or living out of a backpack of clothing for a week, or even sleeping on 

the floor for a night or two?    

Do you need a Bible verse to motivate you for this commitment?  How about Hebrews 

13:2?  “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have 

entertained angels without know it.”  

Learn more and register at CWS Fundraise Together. CWS offers an online 2025 

Journey for Justice Toolkit . 

Updates/Corrections to District Directory 

Unit Presidents, please check the listings for you and for your leadership team in the 

2025 Northern Colorado District Directory. If there are errors or information has 

changed from what is in the directory, please email Connie Takamine at 

ctakamine@msn.com.  

Deadlines for Submission of Articles for Newsletter 

• August 16 for the September newsletter  

• November 15 for the December newsletter 
 
You are encouraged to submit articles about what is happening in your unit. Or perhaps, 
you could review a Reading Program book like Cheryl did for this newsletter. 
Send articles to makerttula@gmail.com. 
  

https://fundraise.cwsglobal.org/fundraise-together/page/fundraising-resources
https://fundraise.cwsglobal.org/fundraise-together/page/fundraising-resources
https://fundraise.cwsglobal.org/fundraise-together/page/fundraising-resources
mailto:ctakamine@msn.com


UMC Churches in  
The Northern Colorado District 

In 2024 the Mountain Sky Conference of the United Women in Faith (UWFaith) voted to 

set district boundaries different than those district boundaries that the general church 

conference uses. The main reason for this difference was to have smaller districts to 

enhance the ability of UWFaith units to meet and work together more easily. 

The following list is of the churches within the boundaries of our new UWFaith Northern 

Colorado District. Not all of them have active UWFaith units. The ones with stars do 

have active units.  

The parentheses give the general church district in which that local church resides. There are 2: 
the Colorado Front Range District (CFR) and the Eastern/Southern Colorado District (ESC). 

Akron UMC (ESC) 
*First UMC of Berthoud (CFR) 
*First UMC of Boulder (CFR) 
*Mountain View UMC - Boulder (CFR) 
*St Paul's UMC - Boulder (CFR) 
*Broomfield UMC (CFR) 
Brush UMC (ESC)  
*Erie UMC (CFR)  
*Estes Park UMC (CFR) 
Evans UMC (CFR) 
*Christ UMC - Fort Collins (CFR) 
*First UMC, Fort Collins (CFR) 
*First UMC of Fort Lupton (CFR) 
*Fort Morgan UMC (ESC) 
*Rinn UMC - Frederick (CFR) 
*First UMC, Greeley (CFR) 
Hygiene UMC (CFR) 
*Johnstown UMC (CFR) 

*Julesburg UMC (ESC)  
Community UMC - Keenesburg (ESC)  
*First UMC of Lafayette (CFR) 
*Heart of Longmont UMC (CFR) 
*Longs Peak UMC - Longmont (CFR)  
Louisville UMC (CFR) 
First UMC, Loveland (CFR) 
Trinity UMC - Loveland (CFR) 
Lyons Community Church (CFR) 
Mead UMC (CFR) 
Niwot UMC - Longmont (CFR) 
*First UMC, Pierce (CFR) 
First UMC, Platteville (CFR) 
Pleasant Valley UMC - Yuma (ESC) 
Christ UMC - Sterling (ESC) 
Willard - Merino (ESC) 
*First UMC of Windsor (CFR) 
*Wray UMC (ESC) 

 


